s

BUSINESS CARDS.
-__ 0. A. BRYANT,
Dalee | o Baglish,Fronch, and Amerionn Dry Gooan,

W. I, Gootls, and Groveries

Crockery, Glass nnd Hard
Eim Street,

ME LLISH & SLADE.
DEALERSIN FLOUR, W.1. GOODS & GROCERIES,
ALSO CONSTANTLY ON HAND,

FRUITS, CONFECTIONARY SUNMER DRINESAND
REFRESITMENTS,
AENTRALATNERT,0PPORUTE WILTKEY'M NOTRL,
Gro, Munuism, Guo, 11, Buape,

A, YIATCH, & CO,
At the old Sland lulely occupied by
J. 6. TRIBOU;

DEALERSIN FLOUR W.I, GODODSANDGROCERIES
CONFPECTIONARY ,BUMMER DRINKS, AND
REFRESHMUENTS, CONSTANTLY ON HAND.

CENTRALSTREET. 228

AUGUSTUS HAVEN, :
Wholeanln and retayldenter in W. L Goods, Teas, Fruits,
Wines, &e.;alsn, Stoves, Furiliare, &e.
An pOOR KOUTH HEAD OF STATE RTHEET,
Montpetier, Ft, 162
RUSSKLL & CLARK,
WATCHNMAKERS AND JEWELLERGE,
OFPOSITE WHITNEY'S MOTEL, CENTAAL STRERT,
. It. H, BAILEY,
Manufsetirer ofSiver Spoons nnid Spectacles and Dealer
indewelry, Cotlery and Faney Ginoda %
Wihnlesale and lleml‘l. . 200
Oppposite Whitney's Hotely Central Streel.

" HENRY HATCH,
One daor south of Undon Hall, Elm Street,
_TIN, OOPFER, AND SHEET IRON WORKER.

BOOT & SHOR MANUFACTORY,
JOEL EATON.
Central Stroet,

T ———— e e et
THALES IN. WINN,
TAILOR,
Same door wilh N. Randall.

MICHAEL MYERS,
TALLOR,
Over J. Collamer's Office,
Elin street,

AMOS W. WARREN,

DEALER IN DOOTS, BHOES AND LEATIIER,
A1 Kinds uf Lenther for sale cheap,—Alwe, Boots nid
Shoen of every descrpition.

T Prress—"Thick Boots, @L50—Calf, praged &% Geonts
rewold boots for &4, and ali other work in propariinn,

Cuxrinal Brnger, 20 Hly
DM, DEWEY,
Makior of the improved Tobinet Wonden T .
oy The above Pamps are warrunted todenw a bareel 8
A minute with ease, up to n hunilred fent.
- AlLorders irom o distanice prompuly attenitnl to,
Rundalph Vi, SMu

“WIHITNEY'S HOTEL,
Cornerof Elm and Central streels,
BY S, W II_I. TNEY,

Iy

EAGLE HOTE L,
BY P. G. ALDEN.

10USE,
FOUTH BIDE DLACK RIVER,
By
JOHN R, SMITH

LUDLOW, V1.

Z.F.HYDE,
BRICK STAGE IHHOUSE,
Prociorseiile Vi, 299 Gm*
HENRY ‘I MARSH,
House AND 1G5 PAINTER, ALSO DEALER IN CARRIAGER
AND VARNIRI OF GYERY DESCAIFTION .
CENTRAL BETREET.
WITT & SCOTT
Palnters, and denlers in Chsird nnd Carringes afallkinds.
CENTRAL RTRELT,

JOBITUA MITUHELL
CARRIAGE AND SLEIG
nian MTNEET.
GEORGE FISHER, X
Manufarturer of, and deafer in cubinet furnifure of
every deseription,
DMenannt Street, 218

i B. ik, PALMER,

DF
Ofiee in the Brick Block npposite Whitney's,
CENTHRAL STREET.

8, J. ALLEN, M. D.
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEQN,
Offles opposite Whitney's Hotel,
TADIN 1L HAMMOND,
TOMBONTIAN BOTANIC PRACTITIONER,

Between the Methodist nnd Episcopal Churehes,
47-11.

161 of

M-MAEKER,
116

LIVERY STABLE,
BY ALBUERTPACKER,
Court sireet,

COLLAMER & BARRETT,
Attorneys nndCounsellors at Laaw,
Elm Slreet. 183
JaconCoLnAMER. JAMEsBARRETT

0. P. CHANDLER,
Attorney and Counsellor at L
Central Street,

aw,
208

TR
Altorneysund Counsellors at Law
Offieenver the Bonk, Elin Street,

L. A. MARSH,

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLORL AT LAW
Centreal wirert.

EDWIN HUTCELINSON,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW,
WOODSTOCK, VT.

Will now attend Yo any small matters of business,
within W eapnciiy, i deslred.
T OiMee, where it lias been for the last elphieen yoars.
Nov. 18, 1844, 20611
WASHBURN & MARSH,
ATTORNENFE & ¢ O NSELLORS AT LAW,
Wandatock, ¥i-
17 OMee o the room lutely occapied an the *Clay Clab
News Room "
P. T, Wasununxs, Master im Chancery.,
Co0% Mansn 2%
Nav, 21, 1844,

FREDERICK C. ROBBINS,
ATTORNEY AT LAW!
LUDLOW, ¥T. 167-1x*

WARREN C. FRENCH,
ATTORNEY AT LAY,
BILARON, VT, 235-1y*
WALKER & SLADE,
Alloyneys and Counxellors ul Law,

ROYALTON VT,
N WALKER,

l

12541
B W, SLADE,

STOUGHTON & PERSON,
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS ATLAW,

Chester, Vi. Rh
. E.8rovanrtox. 1. B. Persox.

-B-farl-.nenn—!é}a[l‘krrnnnry I, Mubburd, Charlestown,

Hon. Edmund Burke, Newport,N. I,
Nath'l Fullecton, Bsq. ol v
Cha. Edmounids, E JAre IEaLer) Vi
George W. I.cwt-,1 e
Messrs Hollirnok Garter & o,
“ I Danforth &8Bon,
THOR, BARTLETT, In.,
Attorney, Counsellor and Solicitorin Cha ROETY,
AT LYNDOXN, VT,
T Attands the Ruperior Conrtnin thecounties of Cale-
onin, Bssex, Orlenns and Washington, 13811

HUNTON & JONES,
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW.

}Bullnn..\h

ahe

VOLUME V.

Froedom of Inquiry and the Power of' the People,

WOODSTOCK, THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 30, 1543,
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NUMBER 246,

tion of the grave, Mervsle, taking care to
sereen himself from obgervauon, followed
aler them. [How the hollow sounds of
the falling sods as they struck upon the
coflin lid, smote upon hig heart! His mus-
cular frame heaved with thie strength of
his emotion, and tears followed ench other
still more rapidly down his ehecks!  He
heard the thanks of Van Loan tothe friends
who assisted him. e saw them all turn
and leuve the vicinity of the grave and fi-
nully disappear in the direction of their
homes, He waited a few momeuts and
then entered the enclosure of the dead,
and seated himself beside the grave of
Alice. In thiat loneley spot he gwe full

THEDOOM

OF

THE TORY’S GUARD.

#Y NEWTON M.
ciarrer vitt—CoxmiNce.

Van Loan saw that the girl was in re-
ality ill,and he hastily left her apartment-
In a few moments alter his exit, Miss Jo-
sephine made her appearance, and pro-
ceeded to adminster to Alice & draught of
some medical preparation, {rom which in
a short time, she experienced great relief.

All that night and through the next
day, Josephine was faithful in her attend-
ance and administrations. At the expir-
ation of that time Alice was quite recoy-
ered, cxperiencing however a shght
weakness, as a conscquence upon hor
attack.  She sought her couch that

CURTIS.

spirits than she had since her con-
finement. She sank into a profunnd
sleep soon aflter retiveing, from which she

who again entered her apartment, and |
commanded her to avise.
Alice obeyed, and was in a short time,

she did, not however without fear and
trembling, Arrivedin the hall below,
she found Vrooman and his two comrads, |
and atall, pule faced stranger, whom she |
had not seen before, apparently awaiting |
her arrival, Her uncle motioned her to |
seat, and with a malicious stmle upon his

features, thus addressed her,

“Itis evident, Miss Alice that your
health is failing very fast, and as your
guardian, it is necessary for me to use all
possible means for its restoration. To
effect this object, I have determined to
place you under the care of my estecmed
to hisresidence,the better to administer to |
your complaint.” *‘Doctor,” said he,
turning to the stranger, “‘permit me to
introduce you to my nicce, Alice Van|
Loan." [
The Doctor turned to Alice, with nl
low bow, and said, “I am happy to make

her asequaintunce,”

This Doctor Morton, as before stated,
was o tall, pale faced man, of considera-
ble talent butt utterly destitute of princi-
le, and cqually as avaricious as Van
[.mm. He was the founder, manager,
und owner of an asylum, or hospital, for
the treatment of insane persons, which
was Jocated about forty miles above New
York, upon the banks of the Hudson, and
he had ucquired quite a reputation in the
treatment of this unfortunate class of per-
sons, Van Loan had by accident be-
came acquuinted with his person and
character, and he determined to make
him an auxiliary in his plans in relation
to Alice. Irederick, at the time of his
Inte absence, had paid the worthy phy-
sician a visit, and had engaged him to
make a visil at the mansion, under the
plea that his father wished him to under-
take the cure of an insane nicce, As
we have belore sfated, VauLean dared
not murder the helpless girl outright,
dreading the scrutiny of Mervale, or some
other of his whig neighbors. He, or ruth-
er his son, ut his instigation, had attemp-
ted to drown her, immediately after his
veturn from his visit to the doctor, think-
ing thereby to save the expense of brib-
ing that worthy wan, and beside, it
would be the most effectual mode of dis-
posing of her person; but in this he failed
and as the doctor was punctual to the ap-
pointment made with lus son, Van Loan
determined to make use of his assistance
in carrying out his plans.

For the gake of a large reward, Mor-
ton had agreed to carry Alice to the asy-
lum, assisted in her transportation by
Vrooman and his comrads, and there
keep her closely confined, free from the
observation of visitors, and unknown to
any one, for the term of her life, taking
care in the meantime, that she should re-
ceive every treatment that would tend to
shorten the period of her existence, In
addition to the bonus paid in hand he was
to be allowed a yearly salary during her
life, and was to receive one thousand dol-
lars upon her demise.

Immediately after Morton was intro-
duced to his patient, as he termed Alice
she was seized by her uncle, who threat-
ened her with instant death in case she

Chelsea, V1.
A P, Hurxrox, 203 P.C. Jongs,

8, R. STREETER,
Altorney and Counseller al Law,
BARNARD,VT.

J. Q. ITAWKINS,
Altorney and Counsellor at Law,
FELONVILLE, VT
J. F. DEANE,
Allorney and Counsellor al Law,
CAVENDISH, VT,

SAMUEL 1L PRICE,
ATTORXEY ANDCOUNBELLOR AT LAW
WINDSOR, VT, 59-1y

RICIARRDSON & NICHOLSON,
Attorneys,and Counnellars at Law

Cliester, Windaor County, Vi,
N Rricitannson. 86 A, A, Nicnorson.

SEWALL FULLAM,
ATTORNEY AT LA W,

94

105
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To Agents whe order a numbe
«, ofsach subneriber not writte
Agent becnmulb:'npmmhle,_
All other subserihers upon whose paper (he
are written, whether tuken in bundles g:;:'ﬂ'n"::;
single wrappers, in advanee, 156
1 paymanit be delnyed beyond the reception of (e firet
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wsix months of the volume,
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Villnge uu‘hmrlhur-. - " :M
Nnpsperissent,nnlens pali for inadsancs,or anlessp-

wn the respnnalbility of an Aeent, and In ne cord |

porount allvwed te rumever sas § var.

oo { power, and she felt in her inmost heart

made an outery, and then she was gog-
[ged, and her face sccurely muflled,
{though insuch a manner as to permit her
{to breathe freely, Vrooman and his
|comrads then took herin theiwr arms to
[lhe bank of the river, followed by the
|doctor, where a large boat containing a
[trunk and a box of provisions, awaited
[them. Alice was seated in the boat, and
in a short time after the boat moved ofl
down the river.

Alice well knew thatit would be use-
less to attempt a slruggle, or to raise an
alarm, and she resigned hersell to her
melancholy situation.  Bitter thoughts
filled her mind, as she glided down the
river, What wasto be her fate she
could not conjecture, She knew well e-
nough that her uncle's tale, told her in
{the hall, was a falseliood, and that his
anxiety for her health, meant in reality,
his anxiety for her fortune. She gazed at
the physician, who was seated by her side
and by a close scrutiny of his features,
endeavored to form & conclusion as te
what his character could be. Was he a
ruffian hired to transport her to rome
convenient place and then despatch her?
At all events, she knew, even if that was
tho case, that she was completely in his

was aroused near midnight by her uncle, |

Just as thie dny downed the boat was
hauled ashore by Viooman and his com-
rads, and they then proceeded to search
for a place of concenlment until night
should again lavor the prosecution of their
journey. They soon discovered one
adapted to their purposes, and hither they
removed Alice and the provisions, swhich
latter they set about making preparations
to test. Vrooman then proceeded to
|remove the gag from the mouth ol Alice,
which had become extremly painful;
merely remarking to her, at the time,that
she should die in case she attempted to
escape or raise an alarm.

All then proceeded to partuke of the
food; Alice eating very sparingly, the
pain of her jaws in fact forbidding her to
satisly even her faint appetite.  After the
conclusion of the meal,the bhoatmen threw

et, commenced reading,

{her gituation; but at length she felt a
drowsiness creeping upon her, despite

home," she forgot the wretchednesa of
her situation, She awoke aller noon,
and found that the doctor was enjoying a
nap in the shade, and Vrooman wnd his
associntes were holding watch, Just as
the sun disnppeared in the west, they all|
once more embarked, und were pursuing
their journey, and at sunmse arrived at
Sehencetaday.  Here the doctor escor-
ted Aliceto a small house, standing n |
short distance from the compaet part of |
the town, where she was ushered into o
a narrow and dirty room, accompanicd by |

and perfeetly at his ease.

Within an hour after her arvival, Vroo-
man appeared at the door with horses,
and Alice was commanded by the doetor
to mount upon a pillion behind him,  The
party then started off'at a b.isk trot tow-
ards Albany, taking the olscurest lunes
and alleys, and avoiding the most popular
thoroughfares.

Several times, as Alice saw individuals
near her, did she resolve to ery for help,
but her courage finally faild her, and she
was soon so far beyond the town, that
such a proceedure would have availed her
nought, and would have aroused the ive
of her keepers.

About noon they arrived at Albany,
and alighted at a small inn,  But a short
time was allowed {vr refreshment, when
they were again upon the road. So a-
droit was the doctor in the management
of aflairs, that Alice found it uterly 1m-
possible to speak to any one at this halt-
ing place, and she procceded on hier way
with a heavy heart. The doctor pursued
the remainder of’ his journey with the ut-
most speed, barely stopping for rest aud
refreshments, and on the evening ol the
third day after departing (rom Albany,
Alice was securely located in one of the
cells of the asylum.

The morning after the departure of Al-
ice, Van Loan caused the report to be)
circulated in the neighborhood, that his|
niece was dangerously sick of'the small|
pox, which frightful disease was Iu:n\\'u'}
to be raging in some of the settlements of
the Mohawk valley. A great constenna-
tion attended upon this report. The
mansion was shunned by every one, and
a general fear that the pestilence would
spread prevaded every mind, Allthe pre-|
ventives known or supposed to be of use|
in staying the contagion, were called iu-i|
to requisition among the terrified inhabit-
aute, andas there wasno physician in the
immediate neighborhood, every old mat-
ron, who pretended to medical skill, and
they were not a few, was consulted, and
under their directions medicines were
prepared,with which to battle the scourge.
In about a week afler the eirvculation
of this rumor,the bell at the Station peal-
ed forth its solemn knell, and the inhab-
tants were told that the spirit of Alice
Van Loan had Departed,  Many and sin-
cere were the tears that were shed at her
untimely death, for she was known to
many of the settlers, and beloved by all
who knew her; for her heart was ever|
alive to the wants of the needy, and to
the woes of the afflicted. Fear of the dis-
ease, however, deterred nearly every
one from the funeral, which was appoint-
ed, owing to 1he extreme warmth of the
weatlier, to take place on the same day;
yet a few who had passed through the
ordenl, voluntecred their assistance in
'the solemn duty of burying the dead.—
They found a coflin tightly closed up,
which after very few ceremonies, was
borne to the graveyard just outside the
settlement, followed by Van Loan, Fred-
erick and aunt Josephine, apparently in
deep sorrow for the death of their relu-
ative. Iere the coffin was deposited in
ita final resting place, and the company
dispersed. Van Loan returned to his
house, and shutting himsell up in his li-
brary with his son, he congratulated him-
self on the result of his enterprise, and
then eagerly set himsell about preparing
the papers necessary to permit him to
enter into possession of the fortune of his
niece. This, to the avaricious Van Loan
was a grateful task. He did not doubt
the fidelity of the doctor, and the minions
he had sent to acompany him, and he flat-
tered himself that Alice was now [orever
removed, from his way, and that he had
nothing to fear, after his scheming and
planning, but thefimmense wealth which

And

thatan appenl to his merey would avail
"her nothing.

would repay him for all his toil.
FredaricE was equally delighted with his

hopeful sive as in reality his own,)
CHAPTER 1X,

In obedience to the orders of Jucob
Dush, the two rangers left by him in the
care of Mervale’s cabin, retired to the
woolls, to a temporary place which they
had prepared lor resting, just at sunset
Lon the evening of Van Loan's excursion,
| They heard the trampling of the incen-
dinries, notwithstunding the cantion they
obsevved, sometime before they reach-
ed Mervale's cabin; and leaving their
position, which was near the cabin, they
retired further into the forest, yet still
within view of the ground of action.—
They consequently witnessed all the oper-
ations of Van Loan nund hLis comrads,

of demolition in silence, They occupied

Like most other heirs cxpectant, he liked
to revel in dreams of the future, and he
already regurded the possession of his

‘Its a clear case that I mustdepart
destroyed, and itis evident I am beset by
enemies who will not rest until they have
my blood. 1 have only one duty to per-
rfurr||,.ntul||:m| Jacob, I'm away for the
American army!'

'Spoken like ahero, d—d if it aing,’
snid Jacab approaching Mervale. 'Give
us your fist on that Reggy, 1 am with
souin that undertakin,’ head and ears.—
I' I'here’s where we ought to be.  Our coun-
|lr;,r wants our sarvice, and [ siy let's Jet
(her have 'em. I we should stay here a
| thousand years we couldn't do any thing
| but speculate on the tories a little, and
||u_:+1m-0n you and me Reggy that's smull
bizness!'
~ “T'he mission,that: I intend to undertake
{15 adangerous one Jucob, but shall sue-

jlwmr-c[rys upon he grmm_nl to seck re-| 1'!'um his first survey n_I'th premises, un- ceed or fall,  Afier that is accomplished,
_ e 8 ] IPGSE“ whilst the doctor lighted a pipe, il the final conflagration of the cabin.— [ we will move for the army al once;’ said
aight, feeling far better in health and |and drawing a small book from his pock-| As all interference or opposition from | Mervale,

[them would have been utterly uscless, |
. . .t .l ’ g IIA

Alice sat for some time pondering upon | they were compelled to witness the work | Jacob, *but wlere (he devil

‘I don’t want to be impartineny;' said
_ are you goin,or
| what upon airth are you goin w under-

their position until morning, when they | take that's so dangerous?  You know jou

debate they resolved to follow Jacob and
Merval to Schohaive.  ‘The skill' uged by
Jacob to convey Mervale from the Man-
sion, wns concealed o few rods below the
site of the ruined cabin, and to it they re-
paired, and in o shart time were on their
Journey down the stream.  Using all the
strength of which they were masters, they
lunded in & few hours after, near the
gpot where Jacob and Mevvale had land-
ed a ghort time previous. They entered
the settlement,and wero again surround-
ed by the fruits of tory magnapimity.

i _ the doctor, who by his actions appeared | They found Jacob and Merval engaged
friend, Doctor Morton, who will take you /to Le on familiar terms with the inmates | in assisting the villagers in the collection

of their cattle, and in temporarily re-
pairitig the damuges of the fort. A part
of the inhabitants were engaged in pre-
paring graves for the reception of the
filled, of which the fur greater part were
tories—only three or (our of the settlers
having been killed outright, although
some dozen or two were wounded more
or less severely in the encounter, at the
eatrance of their fortification. Jacob
was enraged beyond measure when he
heard of the desiruction of the ecabin—
“I'he infarnel vagabonds knew I wasn't
there,' he exclaimed; ‘cuss 'em, theyr'e
took it for a hen roost!” Mervale evine-
cd less evidence of anger than his stal-
wart friend, yet he vowed aguinst Van
Loan a deep and bitter vengeance.  He
at first determined to return immediately
to the ruin of his howe, but when he
made the announcement, the villagers
would not listen to it a moments They
were fearful of another attack from the
blood thirsty Butler, and they were desti-
tute of an individual so well qualified as
Mervale to act as their leader. Even
the women joined in the universal request
that he ghould remain with them until
their danger was over. IHe [inally con-
cluded to remain. ‘It would do no good
for him to return,’ he argued, for the
mischiel was already committed. His
enemies had destroyed his home, and the
few effects, of which he was possessed by
far the most valuable part of which was
the furs he had saved from his season's
hunting,and nbout his own premises there
was nothing left for him to care for.

He ottenthought of Alice Van Loan;

but, he did not fenr that those who haun-
ted his footsteps with such evident mahg-
nity would ever cause her to shed a tear,
yetin this he wus mistaken. Jacob also
acquicsced in the plan of remaining a few
days longer with the villagers. ‘They's
no mistake,’ said the worthy ranger, *bul
that I mought come across that chap that
had such an eternal sight of fus, about
the bigness of my tracks, They's no tell-
in "neither but the fellow would like to see
the fect themselves!’
Mervale and Jacob remained fora fort
night or thereabouts with the villagers,
and atthe expiration of this time, their
fears in relation to another irruption of
the tories had about vanished. Mervale
and his comrade accordingly prepaired to
visit the neighborhood of the mansion,
leaving the troops of the worthy ranger
behind.  Accordingly they started on
their return, and arrived at their destina-
tion without adventure or accident. The
sight of his ruined home aflfected Mervale
to tears—not that he cared ought for ils
value, or that he feared for the inconven-
iences he would be subjected to without
it, but it was endeared to him by tender
associations. It had been his home jshel-
tered him from the raging storm  and
piercing cold, and he had regarded every
rough old log of which it was composed
with feelings of strong affection. When
Jucob first approached the ruins he stood
for some time and gazed upon them in
silence. He thenturned his eyes to the
countenance of Mervale, and observiug
that they were wet with tears, he exclaim-
ed—

*The man thal calls you chicken heart-
ed is n liar, Reggy, us I mysell know; but
its a nattural sarcumstance that a fellow
that's got any gizzard at all, should feel o
leetle melancholly swhen he sees his own
house burnt up by his enemies, even if
"taint so noble as some houses is. T must
confess that 1 thort a good deal of the old

her exertions to keep awake. She lean- [approached to survey the ruins. A few|can depend on me.'
ed her head ﬂgﬂill!l atree, and was soon ! jron cooking utensils were all that CSCII|‘I-| ‘ ;
wrapped in deep sleep. She slept for a!ed destruction, and these they extricated | reseued from the river? re
fully dressed. Iif:r unclethcu_cmmuu’nd-!Innglimu, despite her uneasy attitude, | from the mass, and placed in some thick
cd her to follow him down stairs, which jand in dreams of heér bright "islund'{,,,si,i,,;;_,,.‘,“,i"g close by; and after some

‘Don’t youremember the girl that gou
plied Mervale.

'Van Loan’s niece;’ to be sure 1 do,
and a sweet girl she was too, and a leetle
thie stiffest whig that ever wore petticoats!'

‘I am determined to have an interview
with her, before I go from these parts.
said Mervale, slightly coloring meanwhile.

“Uhat's entirely onpossible;” replied Ja-
cob, with alook of suprise. You aint a
goin to venture right into that cussed old
stone hornet's nest be ye.'

‘I am determined to see Alice Van Lo-
an, at all hazards?' said Mervale deter-
minedly. ‘Imust see her before 1 leave
this place!”

“The truth is, [ espect’ said Jacob, with
a sly leer, ‘that you love that girl Reggy,
and I do not blawe you a bit; for as T suid
before she is nice. DBut you will find it
onpossibile to get a sight at her; for old
Van Loan keeps asharpeye on her I know.
How-some-dever you can try ity Isay they's
nothin upon airth like pluck!

The next morning was pitehed upon
by Mervale as the time for commencing
hig undertaking, Jacob was to remain
near the river, untl the return of Mer-
vale, us the extraordinary size of thut
worthy presented a particular clue to his
person, even to the most casual observer:
When night came they retived to rest, in
the place occupred by the rangers, and
with the dawn they were ngain astir, and
proceeded to partake of some food;which
owing to the overseeingcare of Jacob had
been brought fromthe Schoharie settle-
ment.  After his simple meal was con-
cluded, Mervale shouldering his rifle
started toward the residence of Van Loan
leaving Jacob sented upon the ground near
their lodgings. Tle walked on his journey
briskly—excited by the hope of meeting
Alice once more, and in a short time he
found himsell near the mansion.  Taking
a position that sheltered him from obser-
vation, and at the same time commanded
a view of the mansion, he waited for more
than an hour in the hope of obtaining a
view of the person of Alice; yet he saw
her not,  Once or twice he was on the
point of entering the mansion, so strong
was his desire to see and converse with
her, yet o second thought convinced him
that it would be the height of temerity,
thus to place himself completely in the
power of his most bitter enemy, 1le ae-
cordingly wandered in the direction of
the Station, in the hope of obtaing some
intelligence upon which he could actor at
least he imagined that from one circum-
stance or another he might learn some-
thing of Alice's welfare. As he neared
the settlement, the solemn toll of the bell
arrested his attention, and he halted —
Who could it le, he, thought, who had
departed for the land of spirits.  He stoad
for some time musing and listehing to the
solemn toll of the bell, when he observed
a youth approaching in the direction of
the place where he was standing. OF
him he enquired as to the solemn sounds |
to which he was listening. ‘Alice Van
Loan is dead!' replied the boy, ‘and for
her the bell is tolling,' Mervale stood
like one transfixed, atthis unexpected
anpouncement, Every pulse in his body
seemed to have ceased, and his cheek
blanched paler than the drifted snow.—|

| “Alice Vau Loan dead!" he repeated slow-

Iy and melancholly |

“Yes replied the boy; *Alice Van Loan
is dead; she died of the small pox, and s
to be buried to-day.' As ha concluded
this piece of mfurmation, the lad contin-
ned on his way, leaving Mervale standis

vale scemed for a time completely stunned
by the information he had derived from
the lad, he continued to repeat the words,
‘Alice Van Loan dead" like ane entirely

[perft of reason for gome time, but he grad-

ually recovered from the shock, and then,
and not "till then, he experienced the
keen pangs of gricf at her loss, A sud-
den {aintness overcome him and he seat-
ed himself at the foot of a tree #gainst
which he leaned for support. By and bye
the tears flowed freely down his cliecks,
and he felt relief.  Ile remained here for
same time, when he arose and retraced
his steps towards the mansion. He vb-
tnined the situation he had ecetpied in the
morning, and stood gazing in the direc-
tion of the mansgion. Presenily the in-

shanty "though I haint been ncquainted
with it any great while. That Van Loan s
a rigelar bosannuptus or some other d—d
hard name, that I've hearn’em call A sar-
ten tree that pizens every thing to death
that ever comes near it. 'Pears to me, il

T was at war with the devil himself I should- |
ent warn't to burn his honse or injure any |

I

father, at the result of thett schemes.—

of his children except Van Loan!'

habifants of the Station, who lad come
for the purpose of assisting Vanr Loan in

the burial made their appearance, and en-|

tered the munsion, Mervale saw fhem e-
merge in @ shott time beéaring a coffin
covered with a gloomy pall. His tears
flowed at witnessing this, amd when they
started & fow momenis afier in the direc-

‘ _ from
this region;' said Mervale, ‘My home is

1
in the spot where he first smw him. Mo*

vent to his feelings, and wept like o ehilil,
It secemed as if his heart would break.—
The storm of griel shook his soul as the
strong blnst of winter shakes the fragile
reed,  Afier along time, however, the vio-
lence of his griel in a messure suhsided.
He still remnined seated near the grase
with hig head bowed down npon Lis breast,
when three men leuped over the slight
fence which enclosed the graveyard, and
seizing him roughly by the collar, exclaim-
ed— >

*‘We'tve got him at laxt!  Hald him fast
my boys, aud the reward and the lonor is
all our own!'

Mervale made not the least resistanee,
but was as passive in the hands of his
captors, as an infant. His hands were
pinioned behind Lim, and one of the trio
said,

‘Caught nt Jast, old boy! You dodged
us well, but you see you ure fust now,—
Come it will be neccessary for you to
tuke up your line of march for the seitles
ment.  Your cabins burnt up, and weé
will endeavor to provide you with comfor:
able quarters at the expense of the public.
do not doubitin the Jeast but that you
are a very worthy man.’

Mervale arose to his feet, and melan-
cholly followed his captors o the settled
ment, Arrived here, s'ie news soon spread
that he was secured, and as is vsval in
such cuses, a large number of, mens, wo-
men, and chlldren were collected 1o gaze
o bim,  Vulgar minds are cutertained
with the sight of individuals in distress;
but those who came to gnze on Mervals,
appeared to be more than delighted at hLis
forloru and woe begone appearance.  They
ulmost danced with delight, for through
the instrumentallity of Van Loan,they had
been led 1o believe that he was a pirate, a
murderer, and in fact every thing that ig
detestable and to be dreaded.

Mervale was condueted by hi¢ lenders
through the goping crowd, to the bar-rocm
of the village inn, where he wus permit-
ted to take n seat,while his captors regaled
themselves upon some of the animal come
furts afforded by the bar.  After they had
concluded their potations, n nig=senger was
despatched to Van Loan, to acquaint him
with the capture that had been made, and
with a request that he would at onee take
some steps to dispose ol their prisoner.—
The messenger found Van Loan still in Lis
library, where hie had retired, as before
narrated. Ile was greatly astonished at
the news; and could hardly erechit it. The
individual that he mest dreaded upon earth
in his power, seemed to him to e the very
acme of ull that was desirable.

‘Where was he caught? heeagerly in-
quired, rubbing his hands wul delight.

‘In the grave yard,' replied the messen-
ger,
‘In the grave yard!" repeated Van Lean
what was he doing there?

‘Weeping, I believe,” replied the settler;
at least thoge who took him say so.'
‘Weeping, eh!' suid Yan Loan, his
countenance brightening. *Well, you may
tell the villagers that 1 will attend them
immediately,’ he continned, turning to the
messenger with a fong fuce, and o lock
of mock sorrow, ‘Tell them 1 will attend
them, for public safety requires that this
fellow should be taken care of. 1 do not
however, since the melancholy demise of
my nicce, feel any desire for doing busi-
ness,

The man bowed and left the roofn think-
ing to himself that Van Loan, wes one o)
the publie benefactors of the age! Assoon
as lie was gone, that worthy turned to hig
son, while a simile lit up his austeer feu-
tures, 1s a single toreh would light wpa
sepulchre, and le =aid,

‘Frederick, my boy, Low nicely all
things work for us. This is a eapial
days work.  Aliee dispoged of, and the on-
Iy man we have aught to fear from entirely
in our power.”

Frederick replied in” a similir vein, and
Van Loan set about aking preparations
for his immediate departure to the Stution:
Accompanied by his son, he was soon on
his way tositin judgment npon the cuse of
Mervale,  As has been stated the distance
between the settlement and his home was
not great, and the journey was foon ac-
complished.  Arriving at the inn, he saw
that it was indeed Mervale, and without
deigning any notice to the prisoner, save
a repulsive stare,he passed on to n privatg
apartment,which he usually occupied whert
engaged in any ot his magisierial duties
TO BE CONTINUVED,

Not Bad.—A Methodist prescher,eays ar
exchange paper, expaunding cn lis own
authority, in a country village, remaiked
that “enmmentators did wot sgree with
him.” Next day he received a hasket of
kidney potatoes from one of the rustic
disciples, who remarked that “since com-
mon taturs did'nt agree with him, he hed
taken the liberty to present hLim with
some best kidney taturs.”

(7 A buxom lass in Michigan has bet
herself that Lewis Cass will be the nest
President. The editor of the “Cincinnati
Enquirer” says he would like to hold the

stakes.

“Younre always in a bustle, lazza"
saitl an old lady to her davghter, *‘it's the
fashion, ma."

“Pete,l wants to ask you a
“Suveceed pigaal”

“Well, why i1sa quilt like a railroad?
Does you give 1t opi”

“ Well 1 does.”

Case there's sieepers dnder it. Yah,yah,
wat igorant eolored indiwidual you is"

Columbipus

Time.—**What time is it, Tim?" “Just.
time to pay thot linle account you owe
me.” “O0h, ideed, Tdidn't think 1t wad
hall so late.”

i



